

Minutes

November 6, 2024
7:00 – 8:30 pm

Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District Office
7175 NE Evergreen Pkwy Ste 400, Hillsboro

1. Meeting Called to Order – Chair Rahim Harji 
2. Introductions
· Jeff Merrill - Metro Parks and Nature
· Rich Van Buskirk – (proxy for Jon Pampush)
· Jonas Moiel - Green Banks LLC
· Lacey Thompson – Tualatin Soil & Water Conservation District
· Mark Fitzsimons – Tualatin Riverkeepers
· Mickie Harshman – Member of the public
· Tom Murtagh - retired ODFW
· Grace Jones - BLM - Tillamook
· Scott McEwen – TRWC ED
· Mike Wendel – TRWC Intern
· Stephen Cruise – Washington County
· Tom Nygren, Washington County Small Woodlands Association
· Malyhea Haghshenas – City of Hillsboro
· Brian Creutzburg - DEQ
· Antonella Fillet – TRWC staff

3. Introduction of new CWS representative – Lisa Huntington
4. Review and Approval of Agenda – Rahim Harji - Approved
5. Special Watershed Focus – Confluence of West Fork Dairy and Cedar Canyon Creek
PRESENTATION: Killin Wetlands Nature Park – Management overview, habitats and hydrology 

Jeff Merrill is a Senior Natural Resource Scientist for Metro’s Parks and Nature Department.  He acts as one of nine Natural Resource Scientists supporting the restoration and stewardship of Metro's portfolio of over 18,000 acres of parks and natural areas through restoration project planning and implementation, site stewardship, and collaboration with regional partners.  He holds a bachelor’s degree in Natural Resource Management from Oregon State University and has worked for Metro Parks and Nature from 2009 to 2019 and again from 2022 to present.  

· Metro acquisitions made in 2002, 2004, 2008, 2023
· Portions of the site are still in agriculture
· Developed area became a Nature Park in 2018
· It is one of the largest remaining historic peat wetlands in Oregon
· When the swamp was drained the peat soils oxidized and shrank several meters of subsidence
· The swamp rapidly reflooded
· Pests nearly eliminated willows
· A large primary beaver dam holds the floodwaters over the peat soils – the dams are essential to rebuild peat soils.

Natural Area Goals - Keep the beaver on site by planting desirable food supply - Guier Willow
· Remove over story
· Enhance Turtle nesting habitat
· Prepare for the arrival of EAB

An easement was purchased to allow flooding of an adjacent farm. These areas were later purchased. The neighbor to the west has concerns about flooding - it was NOT due to the large beaver dam at the east end of the property. It instead was caused by several smaller beaver dams, silted ditches (creeks), and damaged drain tiles. They are waiting for the property owner to respond to options that could involve a commitment to ongoing removal of small beaver dams.

Unanticipated issues
· Reestablishing trees in an area of flashy flooding, beaver, & invasives
· solutions - plant, follow procedures, establish geyer willow
· EAB
· Solutions - identify ash stands, SLAM treatments to slow infestation, underplanting, invasive control

· The large beaver dam is key, restoration of peat soils will take time, keep beaver in food

PRESENTATION: The Dairy Creek Mitigation Bank – Jonas Moiel
Jonas Moiel is a Senior Scientist with 20 years of natural resource consulting experience. Mr. Moiel specializes in environmental mitigation, restoration ecology, and natural resource management. He has managed numerous environmental projects including wetland delineations, wetland mitigation banks, federal and state permitting, rare plant surveys, vegetation monitoring, water quality studies, ground water and soils studies, geographic information systems (GIS), fisheries surveys, and biological assessments. His strongest area of expertise is native plant ecology and restoration. Oregon.

Green Bank - 2 mitigation banks in Washington County
1. 2010 - 106 acres, old oxbow, created 20 acres of wetland
· provides off-channel rearing habitat for salmonids
2. 2023 - 132 acres 92 acres of wetland restored, reconnected floodplain
· Phase 2 in 2026
· It's directly adjacent to Killin Wetland Nature Park
· Added seasonal side channels off the perennial channel "ditch" to create a stream.
· Removed a 1000' of broken concrete dike

6. Public Comment - Tom Murtagh is happy to see where the council is at, it’s a record year for    coho 

7. Approval of June 2024 Minutes – Mark Fitzsimons – Approved

8. Approval of October 2024 Minutes – Mark Fitzsimons – Approved

9. Adjourn
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